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1.Literature Survey
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(1) Identifying keywords 
• To be able to effectively search for the literature you need to 

generate ‘key words’ that are related to your research topic 
and research questions.

• If you find one particularly relevant and recent article or 
research book on your topic, then you can find a long list of 
good references from this single source. This is why the best 
method for literature search is to start from the most recent 
sources and work backwards.

→Two basic search strategies, identifying either key words 
or citations, help you in making a literature search.

• →At least 5 keywords.
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Fuerst, F and C. Shimizu (2014) , “The Rise of Eco-Labels in the Japanese Housing Market,” 
RERC(Real Estate Research Center) Working Papers No. 04/2014, Department of Land Economy, 
Environment, Law & Economics , Cambridge University. Journal of Japanese and International 
Economy, forthcoming..
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Find literature with keywords
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(2) NUS Library- Method 1: Simple search
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(2) NUS Library: Method 1
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Problems with this method:

1. Returns too many;
2. Cannot find the article even you input the 

exact title;
3. preferences for journal, year, et al;
4. …
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(2) NUS Library- Method 2: by Databases
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(2) NUS Library: Method 2

9cshimizu@nus.edu.sg



page.

NUS: Research MethodologyNUS: Research Methodology 

page.

(2) NUS Library: Method 2
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There are too many issues and methods to be covered within one lesson, but any other concerns?
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How to refer in “References”?: 
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Diewert, E. and C. Shimizu (2015), “Residential Property Price 
Indexes for Tokyo,” Macroeconomic Dynamics, 19, 1659-1714.
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Karato, K, O. Movshuk and C. Shimizu (2015), “Semiparametric 
Estimation of Time, Age and Cohort Effects in An Hedonic Model 
of House Prices ,” Asian Economic Journal, 29(4), 325–345.
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Shimizu, C., W. E. Diewert, K. G. Nishimura and T. Watanabe 
(2015) , “Estimating Quality Adjusted Commercial Property Price 
Indexes Using Japanese REIT ,” Journal of Property Research, 
32(3), 217-239.
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Order of References:
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How to refer in paper?

• Diewert, E. and C. Shimizu (2015)
• →Diewert and Shimizu (2015) 

• Karato, K, O. Movshuk and C. Shimizu (2015)
• →Karato, Movshuk and Shimizu (2015)

• Shimizu, C., W. E. Diewert, K. G. Nishimura and T. Watanabe 
(2015) 

• → Shimizu, et al (2015) , 
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2. Data Collecting

• House Prices:
• http://www.bis.org/statistics/pp_long.htm
• http://www.oecd.org/eco/outlook/focusonhouseprices.htm

• Population:
• Real GDP (Constant, Local Currency Unit):

• http://data.worldbank.org/
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(1) House Prices
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• OECD

• BIS: Bank for International Settlement
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http://www.oecd.org/eco/outlook/focusonhouseprices.htm
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http://www.bis.org/statistics/pp_long.htm
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(2) Economic and Social Data

• International Monetary Fund

• United Nations

• OECD

• World Bank
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http://www.imf.org/en/Data
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http://data.un.org/
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http://stats.oecd.org/
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http://data.worldbank.org/
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http://data.worldbank.org/indicator
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http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD
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http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD
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Time Series Data: Japan
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code t RPI CPI GDP GDPPW TPOP
JPN 2000 139.20 102.69 92.68 87.48 99.04
JPN 2001 134.16 101.87 93.01 88.01 99.28
JPN 2002 128.68 100.53 93.28 88.50 99.51
JPN 2003 120.52 100.70 94.85 90.28 99.73
JPN 2004 113.18 100.69 97.09 92.92 99.76
JPN 2005 107.95 100.42 98.35 94.72 99.77
JPN 2006 104.49 100.66 100.02 96.93 99.83
JPN 2007 103.38 100.72 102.21 99.68 99.95
JPN 2008 100.35 102.10 101.15 99.38 99.99
JPN 2009 97.87 100.73 95.55 94.70 99.98
JPN 2010 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
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Cross- section Data:10countries in 2000.
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code t RPI CPI GDP GDPPW TPOP
JPN 2000 139.2 102.69 92.68 87.48 99.04
KOR 2000 82.15 73.1 64.87 69.12 95.14
HKG 2000 61.95 95.83 67.09 73.88 94.89
AUS 2000 55.84 74.39 74.15 86.24 86.93
NZL 2000 61.05 77.58 77.56 88.8 88.67
DNK 2000 77.36 81.68 93.33 95.09 96.25
FIN 2000 73.42 85.88 84.5 86.81 96.51
IRL 2000 95.54 78.38 78.38 94.39 83.44
NOR 2000 64.15 81.94 86.36 96 91.85
SWE 2000 55.91 86.23 81.19 87.14 94.6
GBR 2000 62.16 81.26 84.26 90.7 93.83
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Panel Data: Japan, United States, and United Kingdom from 
2000-2010.
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code t RPI CPI GDP GDPPW TPOP
JPN 2000 139.2 102.69 92.68 87.48 99.04
JPN 2001 134.16 101.87 93.01 88.01 99.28
JPN 2002 128 68 100 53 93 28 88 5 99 51JPN 2003 120 52 100 7 94 85 90 28 99 73JPN 2004 113 18 100 69 97 09 92 92 99 76JPN 2005 107 95 100 42 98 35 94 72 99 77JPN 2006 104 49 100 66 100 02 96 93 99 83JPN 2007 103 38 100 72 102 21 99 68 99 95JPN 2008 100 35 102 1 101 15 99 38 99 99
JPN 2009 97.87 100.73 95.55 94.7 99.98
JPN 2010 100 100 100 100 100
GBR 2000 62.16 81.26 84.26 90.7 93.83
GBR 2001 66.44 82.23 86.5 92.49 94.19
GBR 2002 76 18 83 3 88 62 94 05 94 59GBR 2003 86 9 84 47 92 43 97 34 95 03GBR 2004 95 97 85 57 94 7 98 91 95 57GBR 2005 99 13 87 37 97 36 100 8 96 23GBR 2006 103 89 37 100 32 103 96 94GBR 2007 111 68 91 43 102 89 104 79 97 7GBR 2008 106 78 94 72 102 54 103 69 98 47
GBR 2009 96.33 96.81 98.12 98.63 99.22
GBR 2010 100 100 100 100 100
USA 2000 94.51 78.97 84.96 94.27 91.22
USA 2001 100.44 81.2 85.79 93.98 92.13
USA 2002 107 73 82 49 87 32 94 5 92 98USA 2003 115 84 84 36 89 77 96 06 93 79USA 2004 129 82 86 62 93 17 98 54 94 66USA 2005 146 24 89 56 96 29 100 72 95 54USA 2006 149 33 92 45 98 86 102 29 96 46USA 2007 136 99 95 09 100 61 103 06 97 38USA 2008 113 76 98 74 100 35 101 83 98 31
USA 2009 102.38 98.39 97.53 98.2 99.17
USA 2010 100 100 100 100 100



page.

NUS: Research MethodologyNUS: Research Methodology 

page.

清水千弘 : Chihiro Shimizu, PhD

シンガポール国立大学不動産研究センター 教授

Professor, Institute of Real Estate Studies
National University of Singapore
21 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, #04-02
Singapore 119613
Tel: (65) 6601 4925 Fax: (65) 6774 1003
Email: cshimizu@nus.edu.sg
Website: www.ires.nus.edu.sg

34cshimizu@nus.edu.sg


